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MITCHELL FREEWAY — EXTENSION 

334. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. On top of his government leaving out state and federal funding for the 
Mitchell Freeway extension and the government slashing broader road asset investment from $1.3 billion this year 
to $300 million by the end of the forward estimates, will the Premier admit that his failure to fund this extension 
will have a large negative impact on job creation, road safety and traffic congestion in the northern suburbs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

No. We are building a railway to Yanchep. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It might be an intellectual jump for the opposition leader, but if someone is on a train, they 
are not driving their car. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I have warned you four times. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: If they are on a train, they are not driving their car and that reduces congestion. I would 
have thought that most people would understand that basic concept. We are building a rail line to Yanchep that 
the former government did not build. We are putting in place significant improvements on the freeway in the 
northern suburbs. We are funding the Stephenson Avenue upgrade, which is a significant project that will alleviate 
all that congestion around Balcatta and Ikea in the northern suburbs. We are doing more for road improvements in 
the northern suburbs and across regional Western Australia than it has ever seen before. What is more, when it 
comes to road maintenance, we are spending $500 million more in our first four years in government than the 
former government did in its last four years in government. 
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